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TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE 



causing us to be of benefit to Islaam and the Muslims and not 
a barm and a hindrance to them. 

How fine ate the words of the Shaykh of Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah, 
may Ahaahhave mercy upon him, who summed up the way of 
the orthodox and Saved-Sect, saying: 

AKlus-Sunnak wal-Jamaa’ak follow the Book and the 
Sunnak and obey Aliaah and His Messenger; they follow 
the truth and are merciful to the creation .” 6 

Indeed, how eou\d they be otherwise ... U 

aU piaise is due to Mlaah through Whom all good deeds 

choice! \ comp ' etion - And may Aliaah extol and send the 

and upon bk'r &S * ndpeace u P on our Prophet Muhammad; 
upon Yus Pamdy, Companions and followers. 


Written by: 

Abu Aaliyah Surkheel ibn Anwar Sharif 
2>ist night of Rajab, 1420H 
U9*h of October 1999CE) 
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I. INTRODUCTION 


The word ikhtilaaf has a number of similar linguistic 
meanings; from them: the absence of agreement about 
something, or dissimilarity. One says: a people disagreed and 
differed if each one of them adopts a way which is different to 


the others . 1 
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2. ESTABLISHED PRINCIPLES 
REGARDING DIFFERING 


" ' s essential to explain these principles, in order to 
understand the nature of differences (ikHti laafj within this 
nation fummahy So the fust principle is: 

'nrrrlno RWG 1S K MATTER which will occur, but has 
WOH ttn ® by the sacred law. 

has dectee h from His tremendous Wisdom 
Hfe-up, as did to'p < p XW '"’ ' bat hais um mak will divide and 

AWaaL toe Exalted said ^ B °° k t ahlul - kitaflb ) before 
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,. iMtn s 6 V entY-one or seventy-two 

seventy-three sects.” 

eported by at-Tirmidhee, Aboo Daawood, 
.. 2 In another narration [it states]: 


This was reported by at-Tirmidbee, Aboo Daawood, A 
and others .- 2 In another narration [it states]: 

^ Jr *j ^ ^ ’<yj ^ «V'j ^ j\!i\ ^ 

j d\ D j\i 


“All of them are in the Fire excrnt „ 

said: Who is it, 0 Messeno T SeCt/ ’ ■ 
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Sa ' eed al-Kh U( t r _ 
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^—i ^^rT“! 'J - 4 J*f^ 

6y>S 1>-A} U«> y>x>- \_}1>0 ji Jj>- 

°jli Jii ^ jC^S'j ^ ^ ^ 

You will indeed follow the ways of those before you; 
hand span by hand span, arm's length by arm's 
length, to the extent that if one of them enters a 
^ ^°k’ Y°u would also enter it." They asked: 
ar\A v\? ei ^ eT ^ aa ^* l Do you mean] the jews 
4&e ‘Wans? He replied: “Who else!’* 

Sported W a\.u,,vu 

aaree i no - I 23) and Muslim (no.456) 

though this s V • 

^hahov^sthe ° CCUrs in accordance with th< 

St * in boT 0 T iate ' yet Miaah the Exait 

Mu a rv n the Sunnak °f his p 

^Stat-taS Saved 'Sect (aU ^ ^ haS ordered cl 
* Uc -h that. ^^ atul -ma nso ° . ^qatun-naajiyah) and 

" ; S 3 |S$?cs?r k '— 

. and ^W-v' aut h< 




l & tm the m° st T from 
them'. m . _ away u 

bef ° te nee of s P liWnS 

eIflel8 fov 5 

jethodoW' 


in 


*“■- iode edptoWW« d,biSieSein ’’ lan 
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i ‘ !s *” en '' k<&mpr> 

■ And do not be like those who split-up and 
differed after the clears signs had come 
them; for them is a dreadful torment. [Soorah 
Aal-’lmraan 3 : 105 ] 

The hadeeth master (haafdh), Ibn Katheer, may Allaah have 
mercy upon him, said: 

Allaah, the Most Blessed and Exalted ^ j 1 

ummah from becoming like the • ’ P hlblte<i th lS 

8 lke the P revi °us nations with 

V PiAf. From the earlier Kadeetk 
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regards to their splitting-up, differing and leaving-off 
ordering the good and forbidding the evil, along with the 
establishing of proofs upon them .” 6 

Mlaah, the One free from all imperfections, said: 


him, 


^nd do not be like the pagans; those who split- 
p their religion and become sects, each party 

repncmg m that which is with itself." [Soorah 
at-Rootn lo-.y.yq 

^ as-Sa’ 4 ee, may Mlaah have mercy upon 

** is one, whic 

i*HusKrikooni spV it- U p. fr ' * h , a ' one - But the [ 
those who. 

who ' P SUn and *e 8 mo 'T them are thos 
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TctsT 1 ^ ^stian"®^ 8 ' and fr °" 
pan tsa n m eans that each S Statemeri 
,e «aed aft 0 ^ ng '"Batevo, was s P'»t-up, 

ti:svS 3 ?S?ss; 

'^hooa, *’**>« ft. lnrth ^««B ,n u p ( 
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ncetning *«®- ' d ^ fortified by wo rth, but 

JT«* anything except the greatest of 
: enticements and from the greatest of his ob]ectives 
ting against the Muslims !”7 

2 • NOT EVERY ISSUE OF DIFFERING (IKHTILAAF) IS AN 
ISSUE OF SPLITTING (IFTIRAAQ) 

This is because differing fikhtilaa^ is a general word „ V u 
has m it various levels From it.' i , 8 WOrd wh ich 
• » ^Utoj-up e, ' 1S ’ Whi * Will follow 
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CHAPTER TWO 

indeed a wicked b 8 perm issible to SD , it fy cer «n 
” h “ h th 'V fa»T„ „ P P0V " :,fc »« 
k»» i,«« ™” 8 ,h ' "■'« Severn, “ « U " of *« 

no, n 

° K Pini °n ?r^. fUndan ienui s C 'Iu s ®|“ pt in *ose great and 
C esta bHsh ed Pe b , : mitte d; those 0 f! n 'J differ e„ces of 

d ^ upon ^,s unnah p ; th a 

U Pt>nthi s ■ ° HaVe settied and 
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S >>*^ ** * ** Ind e Sa Cted ^ed Uw . or jn 

r,ari ^s,J° Ur «M a ^ ab °ut th d ’ tb e Sh av . * re Peatedly 
tes H lul .£°»gi t tb h ; b m« s Jvkh or lsI y 

^lfci Q!Slr eE . 


such as >g 

m ‘* ' from a scholarly exertion 

, Tb .1 “'^'Twhich the one >*> errS ' S 

iliM «* * ft, math and his exertion ,s 

Awarded if te^sm'S emanate from a 

b «** «. Whereas !/>»« j .mention, 

scholarly exertion in seeking the trutn, nor g 
Rather, it arises from following false desires. 

• That iftiraaq is attached to a threat of punishment, and it is 
entirely blameworthy and destructive. As for the permissible 
type of ikhtilaaf, then it is not like that, no matter what level it 
reaches between the Muslims.9 

SINGULA,. N 0T MULTIFARIOUS: 

This is the case even if it;* • 

something self-evident J “ matters °f actions whirt, • 

ever V mujtahid sch l ° me P^ple adopt th ^ 15 

statement.Them ‘ S COrre ct, but thin ? h? Vlew that 

°p-io n -::^ sicai 

^^ofAU^^bhsh its proof”* 

' 001 tiler n is 


S'^ioo’ p a . 

awaa (K/a. 

9 - The d‘ • 4l4, ‘ 

*<> b ehve . 

^ ou,d C;> 

1 , ,s ‘0 







^ / 

^ jjtS 

u \f it were from other than Allaah, > ou wou ^j 
hnd in it many differences and discrepancies. 

\Soorah an-Hisaa \&2\ 

"the textual indication of this verse is clear. 

contradictory differences filcktilaaf tadaadd ), the truth 
aW'js singular in it, since whatever comes from Allaah, then 
'jon wi\\ not hnd any discrepancy in it. And the sound intellect 
conforms with the authentic text in rejecting this fact [that 
contradictory differences are all correct]: 

s ^dtoZaydi*The action that you did, you will be 

it and in and Y ou ^11 felso] be sinful for 

^nnot\i e ^ so ^ e , Te ’ al 0Tve and h\e same time, An action 

^ Him at one and^T l ° l ^ e Majestic and obedience 

o ana \he same time "u 

"these hom 

'S’ 4 ' 4 ® ^'usatTim ?***« principles that a 
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i - That in which both disputing parties are censured and held 
IwortH as occurs in Mlaah the tolled s statement 
about the differing of the Christians'. 
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CHAPTER THREE 



“We put enmity and hatred amongst them until 
the Day of Resurrection. Every time they 
kindled the fire of war; Allaah extinguished it.” 

\Soorah al-Maa‘idah 5:64] 

likewise, Allaah the Exalted said about the differing of the 
people of false desires and innovations between themselves: 

Indeed, those who split-up their Religion and 

• SertS> ^ ou ^ ave nothing to do with them 

'n the least." iSoorah al-An’aam 6:159] 

IcensureA i s 

between the Mulsims ^ disputes that occu 

Terence iikktilaaf ! ^ * matter involving a variation; 
*he other has of the tnlth^^ ’ ^ each P art V rejects wh 

2 ' That wherein o 

•sjis" wi :rr 4 •“» <*“ 

'"fulst (h e , “ d ' wV "ch is wh contradictory differen 

* ^e. ACt r, ° f the views » tro 

e Exalted said: 


... 

eW ' U «">eU tet . 



•ktn B *e^* n bid-flh)-* 15 

... -'..ajetfP 9 

a, ^^ Jj. 

i u ^ ^ k > i' b - ^ 

“The jews split-up into seventy-one sects, the 
Christians split-up into seventy-two sects, and this 
ummah will split-up into seventy-three sects; all of 
them in the Fire, except/or one.” It was said: Who 
are they, 0 Messenger of Allaah? He replied: 
'"Those who are upon the likes of what I and mv 
Companions are upon this day.”t} * 

'n another narration; 
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CHAPTER THREE 


The Messenger of Allaah sallallaahu ’alayhi wa sal lam clarified 
that all those sects are heading for destruction, except the one 
that is upon the methodology of the Pious Predecessors (as- 
salajus-saalik). lmaam ash-Shaatibee, may Allaah have mercy 
upon him, stated: 


“In his sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam's saying: “except one, is 
a cleat text that the truth is singular, not multifarious. 
Indeed, if the truth were not singular, he would not have 
said: “except one." This is because differences have been 
negated from the Sacred Law entirely, for it came as a judge 
between disputing parties, as Allaah the Exalted said: 

If you differ in anything amongst your¬ 
selves, refer it back to Allaah and His 
Messenger.” fSoorah an-Nisaa 4:59]. MI 5 

tntlwUtsS ^ d ’ ffenng th3t th£ B ° 0k an<1 th< 

types-.. CA ' TEG ° RY: PERMISSIBLE DIFFERING: It is c 
^ F irst Type; r>\ff 

v n ^ wUchiklk^ ° ccut ' between the mujtah 

^ for L 

^Uam with Muhammad ^ 7 ' ^ difflcult - ar 
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•And there is no sin «P«»J°“ »\soorah 

concerning which you wete mistaken. I 

al-Ahzaab ytfl 

Furthermore, 'Amr ibn al-'Aas, may Allaah be pleased With 
him, related that Allaah’s Messenger soUollaoHu ’alayhi wa 
sallam said: 
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‘ • It is not permitted ' _ 

‘■And if h 

d ^g\he S2 the " ' et him fas ‘ ‘hree days 
retur ". making Jf 6 ' a " d seve n days after his 
® a qarah aiiggj a ^ s ‘ n a U-” [Soorah al- 

^is verse i 

^thenticity L*. Proof which is h • ■ 
noble Ot < lts te *t laat’* » eciSlv e with regards the 
.^d i t t te / thah °°* since it is from the 
'“ho could at h dearly oblio C * S * Ve * ts meaning (qat’ee 
** -ttJr **« of fastmgfor one 

t8n mage during the performance of 
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is dL nur nber of u sed f 0r +u 

aut hem nee tha boot t >0ssi hilities An 5 ' SSUe is one which is 
ClV !» S t0 the p^'-s when a proof 
tv. COtntn «nd , m ° v ’ng th e v,e w of So 3 llty of no t being 
acl 1 ,la ' lee ‘h e th a , Where ^ i* i fin 8er during S ?. hoIar s of Ahlus- 
^V^a^na tL*** View of Ju' e tash ^hhud is 
^ T ^ak^tion of ^ ^hotars that 
'•* *» , mOVeme "t is 


menstrua, perroas- t. 

„ 1S the vtew of some scholars ^ between two 

■menstrual periods of other scholars is that it 

sass— 

views are based upon the lexical meaning of 

3 - Ijtihaad cannot be undertaken in issues for which there 
exists a scholarly consensus (ijmaa), or in which the scholars 
of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jamaa’ah have settled and decided 
a knowledge-based way. 


upon 


4 - The ruling for the given issue must emanate from a 

mjtahid scholar who has fnfillpa a, r ° m 3 

Performing ijtihaad, which have 1 6 C ° ndltl0ns *0r 

“holarstnthetrwritings Lr ' b y the 

jurisprudence (usoolul.fiqh). m ‘ n8 * e fund amentals of 
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vpon to leave, then it is not permissible to act upon it. 
"Umar ibn 'Abdul-'Azeez said: Adopt that opinion which 
conforms to those who came before you, for they were more 
knowledgeable than you." 20 


i*>3&**gM»**. 

fee' 1 d ' fom8 , is the diversity of f 01 ” 1 p ra yer, 
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Setfee' ummah, these' disagreements gives rise to 
fighting and strife between groups from amongst them 
about how many times the (wordings of the] iqaamak 
should he repeated, and other such matters - and this is 
categorically prohibited! It is (also] found that even those 
who do not go to such limits may often have in their hearts 
lunfushfiedf inclinations for some forms and aversions for 
other forms, to the extent that they enter into that which 

' P Ulaahu ' ala V Ki wa *>Uam has prohibited. 
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chapter four 


guiding principle in this should be the truth and its 
clarification, it should not be to seek victory for your ego or 
your soul that invites towards evil. Your character in that 
which you utter should be one of sincerity ( ikhlaas ). If 
however, the affair with your brother reaches the level of 
speculative argumentation, then give him the greeting of 
»laam and remind him of the saying of the M § 
saliallaaKu ’alayki uia sallam- V § * Messen ger 


more scarce than justice." 2 9 
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APPENDIX ONE 


masses or specific individuals, such that it becomes a 
distinguishing sign which obligates splitting of the hearts 
and the spreading of false desires. This issue - as far as I 
know - does not necessitate abandoning or cutting-off from 
one another, Indeed, most of those who spoke about it before 
us were from Ahlus-Sunnak, yet those who differed about it 
did not abandon or cut-off from each other due to it. It is 
similar to how the Companions, may Allaah be pleased with 
all, as well as those who came after them, differed with 
regards to the Prophet sallallaaku 'alayki wa sallam seeing his 
hord in this world. They mentioned some very harsh words, 
such as what the Mother of the Believers, ’Aaishah, ma^ 
Ahaah he pleased with her, said: 


u .oevet ^permissible to 

*e °? inl , ate severer than 
a^dofttoro; ev' vat ions wVu , t0 them, 

^*' Skt e abandoned ^ one who 
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\i.e. not abandoning each otnei\- 

, VraAedge to make this issue a point of inquisition (mmnah), 

o, a tombing sign such to, because of it, they prefer 
1 their brothers \who agree with their view^ over those who 

1 oppose them - indeed, the likes of this is hated by Allaah and 

1 His Messenger, likewise, they should not open up this issue 

1 to the general masses of the Muslims who are in a state ol 

wSW *' n * and safety from such trials and discord. However 
“ a person is asked about this issue, or he sees ™ . , . 

to become aware of this issue, then he can r W ^° 1S ^ 
1 «bkh he knows from the knowledge * ^ ^ ^ 
^bichhehopes ittobe ofbenefit tL “ ^ W, \ 
Wbef in the fact that the Bebevers^ n “ C0Mlai V to havi, 
heieaher, since belief in th; • their r „ , . 

Ws W Ida ted from ^ “ a d «ar-cut oblige m t! 
*m, Hs Companions /^t sall a ll„ ^ * n> si OCt 


“Whosoever claims that Muhammad sallallaaku ’alayki wa 
sallam saw Bis Lord, has fabricated a tremendous lie 
against Mlaah.”* 
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A LETTER TO THE PEOPLE OF BAHRAIN 


baked, the corruption emanating from such splitting is 
mnrmore times worse than the evil which emanates from 
Ik mistakes of a few individuals in a subsidiary issue. 
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Though \ have not fully encompassed the reality of what has 
occurred between yourselves, or how you all are, yet 1 wrote 
in accordance with what 1 understood from the information 
that was related to me. Tire greater objective being none other 
'ban reconciliation between one another and the joining 
together of the hearts. As for dealing with the issue in a more 
comprehensive manner, and explaining its realities, then 

tire rTd ^ ° T Wr ^ e a ^ out h at another time, if I see 
need to ° S °' ? ° T ^ P resen t moment I saw that the 

fc ra „„ imponant 
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to B^mavMlaah have mere, 

upon him, said: 1 

Ml praise be to Allaah, Lord of the worlds. And may All a all 
i and send blessings and peace upon our Prophet 
Muhammad • the unlettered Prophet - and upon his Family 
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""-. v w^seTis that many of those who 

as become common calling to good, fall into 

scribe themselves to knowledg ® ell . known callers 

belittling many of their brother wh o - w rf 

to Islaam; speaking agarnst the 

their circles, sometrmes on cassette publicly 

circulated amongst the people, or som this 

mentioned in their gatherings in the r o° sc ' Messenger 

matter opposes the command of Mlaah and Hrs Mess 

from a number of angles:- 

Firstiy: It transgresses tfre rights of the Muslims, in p ' .. 

those students of knowledge and callers who exp ^ er t\, 
efforts in cultivating the people, guiding and teac 1 
correcting their beliefs f’aqeedak) and methodology, a 
strive hard in organising lectures, gatherings and aut 
beneficial works and books. 

Secondly: It splits asunder the unity of the Muslims anC ^ ^ at 
apart their ranks, even though they are in dire need o 
which leads them to being unified and distances them 
splintering, splitting, and excessive gossip-mong er i & 
between themselves. This is especially so when the callers 
being slandered and maligned are actually from Ahlu 
Sunnak wal-Jamaa’ak who are well-known for their waging 
innovations and deviations. 1 do not see any 
enefit in the likes of this action at all, except for the awaiting 

fl0Tn atnon § st the unbelievers, hypocrites, 

innovators and deviants. 

Thirdly: H a 

°VctivesaJl and su PP<ms those who have hidden 
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rate it is from the suspicions and conjecture that 
it makes ahuringto its speakers. AWaah said; 

“0 you who Relieve. Moid most suspicion, for 
suspicion is some cases is a sin. And do not spy on 

each other, nor back-bite one another,” \Sootah a\- 
Hupiraat ^\Y 2 \ 
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™ CORRECT METHOD OF CRITICISM 
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S^lr^mthe scholars and callers, in that 
,eir criticism of each other with regards to what occurs in 
ieir sayings, advices, gatherings or lectures, should be far 
moved from defamation or mentioning names of particular 
ople. This only causes hatred and enmity to arise between 
It was the custom of the Prophet sallallaahu ’alayhi 
%t and his way, that whenever he wanted to mention 
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APPENDIX TWO 


most knowledgeable about Alllaah amongst you 
and the one who has the most-fear of Him. Yet I 
fast and break my fast, I Pray and I sleep, and I 
marry women. So whosoever tunas away fivm 
my Sunnah is not from me” 4 


4. Reported by al-Bukhaaree (9/104) and Muslim (9/175)- 

Point to Note: There are many ahaadeeth in which the 
salaam started his correction with the wording: “What is the ma 


the people ..." From them:- 

• The hadeeth of al-Bukhaaree (no.7301): “What is the matte 
people who abstain from doing something that I do .. 

• The hadeeth of Ahmad (3/435): “What is the matter with the pe°P & 
permuted their killing ...” It is saheeh. Refer to as-Saheehah {noA 

• The hadeeth of an-Nasaa‘ee (1/151): “What is the matter with th J^ } J eh 
who pray with us, but do not purify themselves properly • •• ^ 1 
Consult: Takhreejul-Mishkaat (no.295) of al-Albaanee. 


• The hadeeth of Muslim (2/76): “What is the matter with one 
stands facing his Lord and then spits infront of him ...” 


of Y oU 


The intent here is what the Prophet sallallaahu alayhi m 
sallam actually said. My point is that the correction should be 
done by saying: ‘some people say such and such, or such 
and such is obligatory,’ or ‘the Sacred Law prescribes such 
and such;’ but without naming or defaming any particular 
individual, but instead by explaining what the Sacred Law 
permits or prohibits. So this manner of criticism will cause 
love and affection to remain amongst the brothers, calleis 
and scholars.” 
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narrations and refers to those who traverse the path of the 
Companions and their fohowers - if it is used m a way that 
involves bigotry and partisanship towards a specific group, 
far its use becomes detested by the Sacred Law . 2 

ftae occurred in the lifetime of the Prophet sallallaahu 
•alayW wa sallam, during one of the battles: “That two vonna 
men fought, one from the MuHaojirs and the other from the 
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appendix two 


most knowledgeable about AllaaH amongst you 
and the one who bas the most fear of Him. Yet I 
fast and break my fast, I Pray and I sleep, and I 
marry women. So whosoever turns away fom 
my Sunnah is not from me .”4 


4. Reported by al-Bukhaaree (9/104) and Muslim (S)/ I 75 )- 


Point to Note: There are many ahaadeeth in wh 
saloam started his correction with the wording: 
the people ...” From them:- 


• The hadeeth of al-Bukhaaree (no.7301): "What is the matter 
people who abstain from doing something that I do ... 

• The hadeeth of Ahmad (3/435): “What is the matter with the peof 
permitted their killing ...” It is saheeh. Refer to as-Saheehah (noA 

•The hadeeth of an-Nasaa‘ee (1/151): “What is the matter with tht 
who pray with us, but do not purify themselves properly ■■■ ^ 
Consult: Takhreejul-Mishkaat (no.295) of al-Albaanee. 

• The hadeeth of Muslim (2/76): “What is the matter with one of' 
stands facing His Lord and then spits infront of him ...” 


Mrwrnotrt and 

BHJW<*^!StfnsAH sHB 

mi preserve him, said. 

, , f . which which has been reported in the 
Even the term soM 66 - path of the 

narrations and refers to those» r , 

Companions and their followers - if it is used m a way that 
involves bigotry and partisanship towards a specific group, 
then its use becomes detested by the Sacred Law . 2 

There occurred in the fifetime of the Prophet sallallaahu 
■alayhi wa sallam, during one of the battles: “That two youna 
men fought; one from the Mubaojirs and the other from the 

1. Al-Hawaa wa AtharuUu JU-KhilaaJ tpp.vg.^ 

a. \S'M'. Sto/Vlr 11m aVu*a vmeen w 




FoytyV Vo Nove- TU 

a lTnsaab (^ 




a ane e> 


Salaj 






^OTHR f E 


SUBTLE 


' man from 
,sen ger sulfa fa 


gjihmd the Sunnah of His Messenger. 


Islc *a mi 

° Ur foul!» 


'ymiyyah 


et »ee„ the 
^'"bich 
r exa mpi e 

,r ^ndee? 
' af w hich 
1 Either 
’ °f His 
- d fro m 


It has been related to u 
Sufjvan that he asked Ibn 
with them both: Are yoi 


nice nor 

Messenger 

used to say: AU ofth 
indeed AUa hT ^ rom these M • ? ° ^ aan h or 

«*£““'“■ »*. Q u™ 7 dKir » •> 

^fter th ' Or en P ° nt besen 7 

^atev er have the * ° f the ' UDn ° f °^ 

8r ° u P O Piety J*** Wift ^ 


of 


—n™» u , nidy rtuaan oe please 
u,nu mm: Are you upon the way of ’Alee o 

zizz',?-** *-*"«* 

*««« «m, •*,», ^ “T lh ^ e, ’ i,ll ° rAllaah ' s 

em “I do nor Z. es res are w the Fire. ” 

i 8 reat «. thatAUaahg u ^d' Vh,Ch ° f ^ ^ 

M me ™ay f rom lU ^ ded «* to Islaam 


Ose *ho h ' no ble S t J (a S h a S ’ n °r fo ,- 

»V v "° haVe the m of the J ba$e d UDn f0fl » 

"x ); 







COMPULSION IN MATTERS 
OP PERMISSIBLE IJTIHAAD 


O &n Taymiyyah, may Ahaati have me ^ y “ r . w is that 
asked about a person in authority, w ose ^ an 

partnerships involving shared labour are not permis 
be prevent the people from this? 

The reply. “He cannot prevent the people from this, 
the likes of this, because it is from the permissi e Qr 

Neither does he have any text from the Book, the u ^ 
the consensus to prevent this, especially when m°s 
scholars are of the view that the likes of this lS a ^ 
permissible; and this is what has been acted upon 
Muslims in their lands in general. This is just like a ju g ^ ^ 
is not allowed to negate the judgement of others in t e ^ ^ 
such issues, nor is it for the scholar or the muftee to comp ^ 
people to follow him in the likes of such an issue. This ^ 
when ai-Rasheed sought from Maalik that the people s o 


“The Companions of Allaah’s Messenger sallallaahu ’< 
Wa Sflllam spread out into different regions; so 
community took the knowledge that reached them. 
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of one of the two views, after it being clarified to him, may 
then follows it. But whoever follows the other opinion, then 
there is to be no forbidding him. And the likes of these issues 
are many ..." 1 


desires and their evil 
FA l REFECTS upon unity 


3 Shaykh Abdullaah ibn al-Ghunaymaan. may Allaah protect 
and preserve him, said: 1 

Allaah the Exalted obligated us to come together and unite 
upon His Book: upon it we should unite and to it we should 
adhere • not to false circumstances and cnndie 
^invented ideologies nor to 1 n ° r to 
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FALSE DESIRES AND THEIR EFFECTS VP0N 

ftetmiidoing soouweighs the benefit, and whether it 
IS being done out of envy towards a particular individual, or 
iue to following one’s whims and desires. The Shaykh of 
feta Ibn Taymiyyah, may Allaah have mercy upon him, 
slid: 
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•lustice(WI) is what the people 
upon as being commended, loved, and its people praised 
and loved. Injustice (Mm) is what is agreed upon as being 
ha te<i. blameworthy, ugly; and its people censured and 
despised.”* “The point is that judging with justice is an 
absolute obligation in every age and place, and upon 
everyone and to everyone. Judging by what Allaah revealed 
to Muhammad sallallaahu ’alayhi wa sallam is a particular 
type of justice; it is the most perfect type of justice and the 
best. Judging by it was made obligatory upon the Prophet 
sallallaahu ’alayhi wo sallam and upon all those who follow 
him. Indeed, whoever does not adhere ( yalzim ) 6 to judging 
b) the judgement of Allaah and His Messenger, is a 
disbeliever (lcaafir). This is obligatory upon the ummah in all 
at they dp r in, whether in matters of beliefg Qr actions; 
as Allaah the Exalted stated: 
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“And if you differ in anything amongst 
yourselves, refer it back to Allaah and His 
Messenger.” [Soorah an-Nisaa 4:59] 

So matters which are common to the ummah are not to be 
judged in, except with the Book and the Sunnah. It is not for 
anyone to compel the people with the view of a particular 
scholar, leader, shaykh or king. Indeed, whoever believes 

disbeliever. Tire Muslim rulers are to i A 18 3 
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sk<W convey it to those who are absent. Perhaps 
one lo whom it is conveyed understands it better 
ilm one who hears it directly .” 8 

Indeed, AJJaah the Exalted said: 

“•Those who harm believing men and women 
undeservingly any upon them selves the crime 
of slander and dear sin.” [Soorah al-Ahzaab 
33-58] 
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is back-biting; but if he is not, then it is slander. ' w 

So whoever accuses anyone of that which they arc not, it is 
slander ... If anyone says about a mujtahid scholar: He 
purposely committed injustice; disobeyed Allaah and His 
Messenger; and opposed the Book and the Sunnah, but this 
was not the case, has indeed committed slander! If this was 
the case, then he has back-bitten him. However there is 
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FALSE DESIRES AND THEIR EFFECTS UPON UNITY 



If two Muslims enter into a dispute about a particular issue 
and that issue has now passed, and the people have no 
connection with the issue, nor know its reality - then their 
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FALSE DESIRES ASD THEIR EFFECTS L PON I M7Y 


upon tharom self-desires, not upon the Religion ofAllaah 
2 nd His Messenger. This is the condition of the disbelm ^ 
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THE THEME: This book deals with the subject of 
differing, or ikhtilaaf, in a brief and comprehensive 
manner, quoting the words of the scholars, both classical 
and contemporary. It makes clear to the reader - by 
Allaah’s Grace ■ those types of issues that the Sacred Law 
forbids differing in and those types of issues in which 
differing is permitted. Likewise, it elaborates upon those 
guidelines which, if violated, causes a person to split away 
from the path of Muslim orthodoxy; the path of Ahlus- 
Sunnah wal-Jamaa’ah. It also explains the etiquettes that 
need to observed when differing with one another. 


THE HOPE: All in all, it is hoped that this book will help 
the Muslims in general, and those involved in da'wah and 


teaching in particular, to traverse the path of moderation 
and steer dear of the two extremes: The first is of those 
who - under the banner of religious firmness - go beyond 
the bounds and split the ranks of this precious Muslim 
nation over issues that the Sacred Law has catagorically 
forbidden the Muslims to split-up over, making such 
issues the basis for their allegiance and enmity. The other 
extreme is of those who - under the banner of Islaamic 

acwmm d t^ 11 *A° n ° f What iS re( l uired and readily 
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scholars. of the Muslim nation and its 





